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The Impact of Al on SEO

Technical Mechanics & User Behavior Shifts




T Al's

Impact on SEO

e Why This Matters

©)

Search engines are evolving
fast—so must your strategy
Al is changing how people
search and how Google
ranks

Marketers must balance
technical SEO with human
intent

e Technical Impact |I

©)

©)

How Al tools are influencing
backend SEO

What still matters, what'’s
changing, and where Al fits
in

e Behavioral Impact

©)

How user search habits are
evolving

The rising demand for trust,

depth, and authenticity



+ Impact of Al on SEO: Al Hasn’t
Replaced the Basics

Foundational SEO

o Lay foundation to your relationship with Google
o WHAT, WHERE and WHO: Google understanding the
What and Where of what your business does

Ongoing Relational SEO

o Building relationship with Google over time
o WHY: Why Google should rank you above other
competitors when someone is searching

Make Google Look Like a Rockstar!




+ Impact of Al on SEO: Al Hasn't
Replaced the Basics

e Backend Optimization
o HTML/Coding o e
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o Settings k-

o Plugins :':.i“”.’."‘.:f.,
e Frontend Optimization 3*‘5*;*

o Content 2o

o Images & Videos

o UX

e Offsite Optimization
o Social Media
o Local Listings

o YouTube //Il “\\
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Shared Goals

* Visibility across classic
+ generative results

* Engagement in results and
summaries

» Discoverability—click or
no-click

e E-E-A-T: testimonials, case
studies, media, credentials,
security

¢ Authority: quality links, PR,
reviews
* Measurement: schema
coverage, answer presence,

branded search lift, assisted
conversions

¢ Content mix: Direct service
+ Indirect educational

+ GEO: Generative Engine Optimization

GEO Tactics

* Answer-first Summary/Key
Takeaway blocks

* FAQ/How To schema (plus
relevant types)

* Question-style headers
that mirror queries

* Provenance: author,
credentials, dates, sources

« Checklists/steps/comparison
tables

* Consistent brand/entity
mentions

« Content atomization (FAQs,
shorts, clips)

* Monitor Al answers & iterate
Discovered, cited and

mentioned on ChatGPT
and other Al Engines

Rank in engines, surface in Al.



+ Impact of Al on SEO/GEO

Google’s Helpful Content Update

Google

o Algorithm update aiming to improve quality of relevance of
search results specifically rewarding helpful content and

penalizing unhelpful content.

how to start a business

AlMode All Videos Shortvideos Images Forums News ¢ More

5 Search Labs | Al Overview

To start a business, begin by identifying a solid business idea, conducting
thorough market research, developing a comprehensive business plan, and
securing the necessary funding. Then, choose a suitable business structure,
register your business, and obtain any necessary licenses and permits. Finally,
focus on building your brand, launching your website, and implementing a
strong marketing strategy. ¢

Detailed Steps: ¢

1. Develop a Business Idea:

Show more v

People also ask

How can | start a business if | have no money? v
How can a beginner start a business? v
Is $1000 enough to start a business? v
How to start from zero? v
How to start over when you have nothing? v
How to start a life from scratch? v

Feedback

10 steps to start your business | U.S.
Small Business Administration

May 3, 2023 — 10 steps to start your business *
Conduct market research. ... * Write your...

@ Small Business Administration

Launch your business | U.S. Small Business
Administration



+ Impact of Al on SEO/GEQO: Content

Creation

Full Google “Al Mode”

o Google’s version of ChatGPT launched in April 2025
m Allows for full conversation and context searching
m Game changer and future of Google search

AlMode Al Shopping Forums ~Shortvideos  # More

what are the best snow tires
for my car in minnesota

For Minnesota's harsh winters, you'll want dedicated winter tires for optimal safety and
performance in snow and ice. Here are some of the best options, categorized by vehicle
type: ¢

For Cars:

Bridgestone Blizzak WS90: This tire consistently receives high praise for its
exceptional snow and ice traction. It features a special compound that enhances grip
on icy surfaces.

o : Known for its long-lasting tread life and excellent ice and snow
grip. It's also a quieter tire compared to some of its competitors.

Nokian Hakkapeliitta RS: If you're looking for top-tier winter performance, this is a
great option. It's designed for extreme cold and heavy snow, providing excellent grip
and control.

Continental VikingContact.7: A well-regarded tire that excels in harsh winter
conditions. It offers outstanding traction on snow and ice, thanks to its specialized
rubber compound. @

Ask Al Mode 3

w 13 sites

VikingContact 7 - The Premier
Winter Tire

Average Customer Ratings * Treadlife.
4.4.Treadlife, 4.4 out of 5. * 4.7...

Continental Tire

Best Winter Tires for 2025 - Car and
Driver

Dec 5, 2024 — Our Top Picks * Best
michelin for light trucks. Michelin X-...

@ Carand Driver
Master Winter Roads: Top Winter

Tires Picks for Safety and Control

Mar 13, 2025 — Table of Contents *
Discover the Best Winter Tires for...

@ Tires Easy

Show all

Google

what is the best car to buy

* MUNUE VIVIG, ATULIG PUPUIE UHUILE WILT G TSPULGUUIT U1 TSIIGUIILY @liu Yuuu
resale value. ¢

« Toyota RAV4: A versatile and reliable SUV, often cited for its combination of fuel
efficiency and practicality. @

Fuel Efficiency and EVs: ¢

« Toyota Prius: A hybrid model known for exceptional fuel economy. @

« Tesla Model Y: A popular electric SUV with a strong range and performance. ¢

Considerations for Choosing: ¢

Your needs:

Consider your lifestyle (e.g., family size, commuting habits, off-road needs), and what
features are most important to you. @

Budget:

Set a realistic budget for the purchase and ongoing costs (fuel, maintenance,
insurance). ¢

Reliability and Longevity:

Research specific models and brands to understand their reputation for reliability and
longevity. @

Safety:

Check safety ratings and features of different models. ¢

Technology:

Consider the technology features you want, such as advanced driver-assistance
systems (ADAS) and infotainment systems. ¢

Dive deeper in Al Mode

Al responses may include mistakes. =~ (g Export [ Save a Eﬁ Q]

Best Cars of 2025 - Top-Rated New Cars 7
Ranked - Kelley Blue Book

#1in Hatchbacks. 2025 Toyota Prius. 4.8. Expert
Rating. With incredible fuel economy, excellent...

@ Kelley Blue Book

Most Reliable New Cars Under $30,000 T RELIABLE ¢/
You Should Buy - YouTube WSER

Mar 9, 2025 — if you want to have an incredibly

reliable lowcost vehicle that's affordable to ow...

@, YouTube - CarHelp Comer

Best Cars of the Year: 10 Top Picks of
2025 - Consumer Reports

Mar 4, 2025 — Subaru and Toyota dominate our
list with practical and appealing models. ......

CR Consumer Reports

Show all



+ Al Overviews Optimization

Optimize content for Google’s Al Overviews:

o O O O

Use clear, direct answers in your content

Add structured data (Schema)

Summarize complex ideas in one to two sentences
Focus on relevance, freshness, and source authority

what car is best for MN winters

AlMode All Images Shortvideos Forums Videos Shopping More ~

S Search Labs | Al Overview

For navigating Minnesota winters, vehicles with all-wheel
drive (AWD) or four-wheel drive (4WD) are highly recom-
mended. Subaru Outback, Toyota RAV4, and Honda CR-V
are consistently praised for their winter performance.
Consider also the Jeep Grand Cherokee for its ruggedness
and the Ford Bronco for its customization options.
Ultimately, a vehicle with good ground clearance, AWD/4WD, and available
features like heated seats and steering wheels will make winter driving in
Minnesota much easier and safer. ¢

Show more v

Tools ~

Subaru Outback: The Best Vehicle for
Minneapolis Winters

After comparing the Subaru Outback to its most
famous competitors, you can see the model...

< Walser Subaru Burnsville

Best Vehicles for Winter Driving in
Minnesota | Stellar Auto ‘t’
The Best Vehicles for Winter Driving in STELLAR



+ Impact of Al on SEOQ/GEO:
How Al Shapes Content Strategy

e FAQs
o Videos & Written Content
e Content Optimization

o Structured Data

o Schema Markup
o EEAT

o Classic SEO Structure




+ Impact of Al on SEO: FAQ Page Structure

How can | improve |
indoor air quality? #1 Question - FAQ

Summary of the Answer . . .
e S #2 Summarize complex ideas in one
Improving indoor air quality involves

reducing pollutants, increasing ventilation, to two sentences

and using air purifiers.

Improving Indoor Air Quality:
Tips and Strategies

To improve indoor air quality, it's important #3 D eta | led content

to reduce sources of pollution such as
cigarette smoke, chemicals, and mold,
Increasing ventilation by opening windows
or using exhaust fans can help.
Additionally, using air purifiers with HEPA
filters can effectively remove airborne
particles, Regular cleaning and maintaining
HVAC systems are also essential.



+ Impact of Al on SEOQO/GEOQ:
Direct vs Indirect

e Direct Content

o Search: Residential Painter in Golden Valley
o Page Title: Golden Valley Residential Painting Services |
Golden Valley, MN

o Includes local reviews, before/after photos, service areas, CTA

e Indirect Content

o Search: New Trendy 2025 Colors to Paint My House
o Blog or Vlog Naturally includes phrases like
“residential painting” and local context,
indirectly supporting SEO while DIRECTI S INDIRECT
providing value. ?

MARKETING Marketing



+ Google E-E-A-T

1. Experience
2. Expertise a
l g

3. Authoritativeness a

4. Trustworthiness
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+ Google E-E-A-T |.

Viewing the Web through the E-E-A-T Lens

Does your content demonstrate first-
hand or life EXPERIENCE on the
topic being discussed?

For example, is it clear that your product
review content is from a person who has
used the product they’re writing about?

Is your site or author a trusted
AUTHORITY on this topic? Are you
or your site a go-to source for
knowledge?

Is your content and site
TRUSTWORTHY? Is it accurate,
correctly attributed, and sourced?

The other E-E-A-T criteria play into trust,
but if your site is not to be trusted, it will
outweigh your other efforts.

While not all topics have a single
authoritative source, when they do, it's
usually highly reliable.

For example, does your site include
accurate contact information and up-to-
date HTTPS and SSL certifications?

For example, a government site will be
considered an authority on information
about passport renewals.

SKEL

MARKETING




+ Google E-E-A-T

% Experience

o First hand customer testimonials
o Pictures and Videos

A roofing company embeds customer testimonial videos on key service pages.

Blog post includes photos and a walkthrough of a recent roof repair project,
showing hands-on expertise.

Expertise
o Licenses, Certifications, Credentials, etc
o Videos and interactive content

An accountant lists credentials (CPA, QuickBooks Certified) directly on the
homepage.
Includes links to tax webinars hosted and recorded with local chambers of
commerce.

NG



+ Google E-E-A-T

Y Authoritativeness
o Links & Citations

A A law firm contributes articles to recognized industry sites like Avvo or
FindLaw.
A Earns backlinks and citations in local news stories about legal changes.

* Trustworthiness

o Technical SEO (SSL, Errors, etc)
o Contact Information (NAP)

A A medical spa ensures SSL security, has a transparent pricing page, and
lists full staff bios and contact info.
A Publishes HIPAA-compliance badge and Google Business reviews.

MARKETING



+ LLMs.txt File

GEQ’s version of a sitemap

A way for website owners to guide Al Engines (LLMs),
showing them what content is most important.

o Provides prioritized URLs

o Helps Al understand content

o Optimizes LLM interactions

o Complements SEO | ;
sitemap.xml - SEO 7 N N
Ilms.txt - GEO S

lims.txt
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+ |mpact of Al on SEO/GEO:
By The Numbers
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Google search impressions up 49% year-over-year, but

click-through rates (CTR) are down 30%

o Businesses must create more compelling metadata and preview content —

Al-powered snippets often answer the question before users even click.
/x increase queries of 8+ words

o Instead of “best bike,” users now search: “Best hybrid bike for short women

under S800 in 2025”

48% rise in technical terminology in search queries
Zero-click searches now account for over 50% of Google queries
400% increase in citations from results in positions 21+
89% of citations in Al Overviews come from |

beyond the first page.




+ Impact of Al on SEO/GEO:
Search Behavior

e New Search Habits
o More conversational queries (thanks to
ChatGPT-style Al)
o Increased use of voice search
o More long-tail queries with deeper context
o More question based search queries
Using more Al Engines to search instead of Google




+ Impact of Al on SEO/GEQO: Search
Behavior

e Psychological Shift

©)

Expectation of faster, more relevant answers are at an
all-time high

Users want authentic content, not generic Al fluff
Visual content (videos, infographics, interactive) and
UX matters more

Proof of real human input: testimonials, case studies,
firsthand stories (User-Generated Content)

Focus on answering intent more than just targeting
keywords (Indirect Content)




+ Impact of Al on SEO/GEO

Al Do’s & Don'ts

DON'’T use 100% Al generated content
DO proofread & review anything edited or created by Al
DO mix human skill/knowledge with Al technology
e You are the product/service expert
e Alis an efficiency tool (not solution)
DO understand the privacy ramifications of Al
e Team Accounts
DO understand how users are expecting more and
wanting more
DO take advantage of this situation for a definite
competitive advantage



+ Top Tools for Al-Driven GEO

Category Tool Examples

Content Creation Jasper, ChatGPT, Writesonic,
Grammarly, Claude Al, Sora

Search Insight AlsoAsked, AnswerThePublic, Frase,
Semrush, Moz Pro, Perplexity

Technical/Authority Semrush, Ahrefs, ClearScope,
MarketMuse, Screaming Frog

Trust/UGC Tools EmbedSocial, Credly, Otter

O  Oll (G) chatepr O

Jasper Otter.ai SEMRUSH

KEL <> AlsoAsked
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+ Recap

e Jechnical Impact
e Search Behavior Impact
e Use Al as a tool not a solution

e Authentic Content (E-E-A-T)




* Thank You

Ben Theis
Skol Marketing

btheis@skolmarketing.com
612-787-SKOL (7565)

Is Your Digital Marketing and Al
Strategy Working?

Find out with our Skol Free Audit

Connect with me on LinkedIn


mailto:btheis@skolmarketing.com
https://skolmarketing.com/free-audit/

