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Hello!

My name is Rob Hendrickson
(he/him)

- Master of Geographic
Information Science (MGIS)

- Also a gardener, musician,
active community member

« More on my _if interested!



Agenda

Introductions (15 min)
. What is a Food System? (10 min)
|. Spatial is Special (20 min)
V. Sankofa & POWER (40 min)
~~~ BREAK (5 min) ~~~
V. Introduction to GIS (1 hour)




Introductions

e Let's go around the room for
quick introductions!

- Preferred Name
- Pronouns

- Word that begins with
same letter as name (eqg.
Robot Rob)

Photo by Emilipothese on Unsplash



lcebreaker Activity

e Draw or describe a nice meal
you've had recently

- Take 2 minutes to complete
#1 on the activity sheet

- Reintroduce yourself to a
neighbor and share your
meal



What is a Food System? What is a Food System? What is a Food System?




Definition: Food System

The term food system describes the interconnected systems and
processes that influence nutrition, food, health, community development,
and agriculture.

A food system includes all processes and infrastructure involved in feeding
a population:

Growing, harvesting, processing,

Packaqging, transporting, marketing,
Consumption, distribution, and disposal

of food and food-related items.

From (June 2025)



lcebreaker Activity - Expanded

Pick an ingredient in your meal.

Draw or describe how it got to
your plate

If unknown, create a story

- Take 2 minutes to complete
#2 on the activity sheet

— Share with your neighbor

Noodles — Bought from grocery store

Egg — Housemate brought home
from work



Spatial is Special Spatial is Special Spatial is Special




Definitions

Space Meaning

Space is a three-dimensional continuum + A quality that gives something real value
containing positions and directions. and importance

( , 4/2008) ( , 6/2025)



Definitions

Space Meaning

Space is a three-dimensional continuum + A quality that gives something real value
containing positions and directions. and importance
( , 4/2008) ( , 6/2025)

Place

Place ... is a part of the terrestrial surface that is not
equivalent to any other,

that cannot be exchanged with any other without
everything changing

(Franco Farinelli - )




Place is Power — Song Lines

e Whatis a “>on " ?

— Aboriginal Australian myths based on

local “creator-beings” during the
Dreamtime

- Helped find the way through
challenging terrain

« Star Maps helped Aboriginal Australians
remember Song Lines

* Lives on in the Australian Highway System
Further Reading: Here &

Source:



lcebreaker Activity — Expanded!

* Draw the story of your
Ingredient as a star map

- Take 5 minutes to complete
#3 on the activity sheet

- Share with your neighbor

e gue

Noodles — Bought from grocery store

Egg — Housemate brought home
from work



Sankofa & POWER Sankofa & POWER Sankofa & POWER




Maps & Power

» Historically, maps have been very valuable

- Sometimes hoarded by people in power,
especially in the Age of Discovery

* Today, we all can access maps (digitally)
- Google, Apple, Bing, Organic Maps,...

« But we don’t necessarily own them...

— Access could be removed by company
or internet availability

= Their purpose may not f|t our needs Wright, George Burdick, 1835-1882. Map of Hennepin County, Minnesota. 1873.

Minnesota Historical Society, collection.mndigital.org/catalog/mhs:865 Accessed
17 June 2025

- Ads, privacy, & data harvesting
Further Reading: ! H |



Sankofa as Counter Mapping?

* Counter Mapping may refer to...

- Protecting traditional territories and/or knowledge
- Engaging public participation in mapping

- Challenging dominant power structures

Source:



Remember Place

Space Meaning

Space is a three-dimensional continuum + A quality that gives something real value
containing positions and directions. and importance
(Britannica Dictionary, 4/2008) (Britannica Dictionary, 6/2025)

Place

Place ... is a part of the terrestrial surface that is
not equivalent to any other,

that cannot be exchanged with any other without
everything changing

(Franco Farinelli - Source)
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Know Where You Are - Bdote

(0:00-8:50)

 Take 5 minutes to
complete #4 on
Activity Sheet

* Anyone want to
share their food
story with the
class?




BREAK! BREAK! BREAK!

(Please be back in 10 minutes) (Please be back in 10 minutes) (Please be back in 10 minutes)




Lab Time! Lab Time! Lab Time!




Food Vignettes (D)) Food Vignettes (D)) Food Vignettes (D))




Module Overview

mpl
of resilience, cultural identity, and land-
torical parallel

Module Overview

This presentation gives student co-researchers a narrative frame for why
of rice and native grains—matters a globa of resilience, cultural identit

ation. It provides cultural grounding, b parallels, and ¢ continente

hat mirror th 3 doing through community engagement and food
system mapping in North Minneapo

Module Overview

grounding, historical parallels, and cr
udents are doing through community el




Rice as a Native and Diasporic Connector
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Freedom Farmers and the Black Agrarian Tradition

e Fannie Lou Hamer and the Freedom Farm Cooperative (1969):
o A pioneering Black-led initiative to secure land and grow food collectively in

Mississippi. Ens|o~\lec,\ f’eople would. Enst&\ved» people
©  Focused on economic independence, nutrition, and resistance to racialized braid rice arains into rfu‘i'gs f:&?eﬁtﬁoéghers
eoch others heit to hide hair usmg braids &5
poverty. Si-rem 50 thew Would go‘t Carrwing oo phusical mu.p
©  Provided vegetables, livestock, and even housing for dozens of families. SHIUR ey, SSaapE Wostoo dangerous 4

e George Washington Carver’s Jessup Wagon and Agricultural Bulletins:
©  Carver's mobile agricultural classroom taught soil restoration, crop rotation, anc
household food preservation.
©  These bulletins reached thousands of Black farmers with practical knowledge.
©  Advanced both food security and land stewardship across the South.
e Book Reference: Freedom Farmers by Monica White:
©  Documents how Black agricultural cooperatives were central to civil rights and
community resilience.

©  Emphasizes food sovereignty as a strategy of liberation—not just survival.

@heidipsucholoay
@&.a\pw.v.eﬁ'



FARMERS
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Timeline of the Emancipation Proclamation enforcement
Confederate States of America, 1863-1865

AGRICULTURAL RESISTANCE AND \
L
THE BLACK FREEDOM MOVEMENT e W R

Proclamation
Immediate effect of Proclamation Proclamation enforcement 1865
Prociamation enforcement enforcement and Juneteenth Aug. 1865 and onwards
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Food Sovereignty in Action: South to Norht to Now Food Sovereignty in Action: South to Norht to Now Food Sovereignty in Action: South to Norht to Now
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Growing Growers to Grow Power Growing Growers to Grow Power Growing Growers to Grow Power
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!




